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STUDENT VOICE

 Welcome from the office of 
Ms Deb Mills
Deputy Principal
International Student Director

Kia ora and warm greetings to you all. 

It has been wonderful to welcome 
new International Students to our 
programme since the opening of 

our borders. Students have come 
from Thailand, Vietnam, Japan and China and they have 
undertaken an extensive orientation programme where they 
have been warmly welcomed and supported by their buddies, 
ambassadors, current International Students and homestay 
families and staff.

Barbara Nishizawa, Homestay Counsellor, retires from her 
role at the end of this week and I would sincerely like to 
thank her for all of her care towards our students and her 
outstanding work with our homestay families. Barbara has 
been in her role for seven years and during this time there has 
been a lot to contend with including Covid. Barbara, in her 
calm, efficient way, has supported our students superbly and 
we are extremely grateful to all that she has contributed to our 
programme.

I would like to warmly welcome Megan Gill to our International 
Team as the newly appointed Homestay Counsellor and you 
can read Megan’s personal introduction below. 

I would like to congratulate the International Students on a 
very positive start to the term as you can see in the student 
articles. 

Introducing Our New Homestay Counsellor,
Mrs Megan Gill

I have been involved with Newlands 
College for approximately 24 years - 
being a host family for students from 
Brazil, Germany. Korea, and Japan. 
When I was growing up my family 
also had International Students from 
France, Japan and Jamaica. I have al-
ways enjoyed learning about the differ-
ent cultures and showing International 
visitors the sights of Wellington.

My two daughters have attended Newlands College and my 
youngest daughter is currently in her last year.
I also work at Newlands Intermediate one day a week as a 
Librarian.

When I am not working I love to spend time with my family, in 
my garden, reading books and I have a lot of animals at home 
to look after. 

I am looking forward to my new role at Newlands College.

Cultural Performance Day
by Qiana Ram, local student

This year's Cultural Performance Day was truly a memorable 
experience for the many students and staff who attended, 
especially for our new International Students. We celebrate 
and value all of the 46 ethnicities we have at Newlands College, 
making us a diverse kura (school). 

Sheilah Winn Shakespeare Festival
by Iris (Nguyen Bao Tran) Le from Vietnam

Sheila Winn Shakespeare was awesome. Everyone in my group 
performed with their best acting skills and I was very grateful 
to receive a certificate as a student director, and an actress 
in my play received Best Drama Actor. Lip Sync was also an 
unforgettable memory; it was so fun to dance on the stage 
with my friends and receive the trophy for Best Lip Sync 
Performance. 



TEDxYouth@Paparangi
by John (Xiaowen) Zhang from China

A group of students including myself organised a TEDxYouth 
event at our school last term. It was truly incredible to be able 
to work alongside some of the coolest students in Wellington. 
The event was a huge success; we had eight speakers speaking 
on a variety of topics. Each and every of the speeches were 
memorable and thought-provoking.

Senior Ball and Rockquest
by Harry (Dinh Hien) Vu from Vietnam

Ball was an unforgettable experience of getting dressed up to 
spend an evening with special friends at a formal dance event. 
Besides that, I also took part in Rockquest which is a high 
school version of Battle of the Bands.  I got to meet many 
musicians, experience the pro music scene, and learn a lot from 
the industry point of view.  

Newlands College Buddies

by local students Isabelle Silalahi and Isabel Lewis

Introducing a new student was refreshing, like we were re-
learning what fun activities we have on offer here at school. 
Mai was very quick to adapt and be curious about certain 
subjects she enjoyed while in class with us. This helped her 
be able to pick which subjects suited her best for her own 
timetable. It was great to see her socialize with students in 
class.  She has fitted right into our school.

STUDENT VOICE BY NEW INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Orientation and first few weeks at school

Mai (Thanh Hoang Mai) Nguyen from Vietnam

In Newlands College, the classes are very fun and everyone is 
very friendly. My buddies are also very helpful and nice to me. 
Both of my buddies have helped me socialize and adapt to my new 
environment very quickly.

Pun (Thanakorn) Netrichiw, and Team (Chayapak) Kangthin from 
Thailand

My first few weeks in New Zealand have been pretty good for me. 
There are a lot of things I am learning such as Māori culture and 
the history of New Zealand.  My buddy Gauranga has been so nice 
to me right from the beginning.

At Newlands College there are many new subjects I can choose 
that we don’t have in Thailand. I like Art Painting because it is very 
interesting. The first week I did woodcuts which were very fun and 
Mr Bell the art teacher is so very kind.

Ayaka Kimura from Japan

Sometimes I get lost at school, but I am getting used to life at 
Newlands College. The Science and Social Studies lessons are very 
difficult, but my kind buddies are very helpful and patient with me. 
I am looking forward to my future school life.

Will (Zhe) Zhang from China

Newlands College is a big family where I have made new friends 
from various nations. Teachers here teach with passion. They are 
willing to introduce and explain all aspects of the college, and care 
about how students are feeling. As for me, I really enjoy engaging 
with this big family.

Gam (Pharitporn) Panitkachonkul from Thailand

At Newlands College there are many subjects for me to choose 
which are very interesting to learn. The subjects that I really enjoy 
right now are Art Painting and Food and Nutrition.


